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Peace Region Idea Group “Information & Training Session” Summary

American Public Works Association, Alberta Chapter / AMSA, Northern District

Date: Friday, 25th January, 2019
Place: Saddle Hills County, Approx. 15 kms West of Spirit River, AB

Attendance:

Opening Remarks
10:00 am:

Housekeeping
Items:

Trade Show Vendors’
Introductions and:
Previews:

Rob Naugler, County of Grande Prairie No. 1, PRIG Chair
Ron Pelensky, Saddle Hills County, HOST COMMUNITY
Kevin Cymbaluk, MD of Smoky River, APWA Co-Chair
Leonard Van Oort, County of Northern Lights, AMSA Regional Director
Ryley Dreger, Saddle Hills County

Bentley Lorencz, Saddle Hills County

Wally Knoblauch, Saddle Hills County

Dave Gervais, MD Smoky River

Howard Laverick, County of Grande Prairie No. 1

Don Hogg, County of Grande Prairie No.1

Mike Curry, County of Northern Lights

Dion Hynes, Birch Hills County

Michael Coy, Birch Hills County

Dan Bloomfield, Big Lakes County

Brent Potter, Town of Spirit River

Dolan Isaac, Village of Rycroft

Tom Beale, Village of Rycroft

Alan Gordey, Town of Sexsmith

Rolly Lint, Town of Sexsmith

Kris Heba, Town of Beaverlodge

Rick Willey, Town of Beaverlodge

Ron Pollack, MD of Greenview

Mike O’Sullivan, Project Engineering

Shaun Strom, MD of Smoky River

Rob Naugler, APWA PRIG Chair, welcomed and thanked everyone for attending this
Session

Host, Ron Pelensky, went over some Safety and Housekeeping items and Bentley
Lorencz briefly described the hosting facilities with a bit of a Question and Answer
session

Paradox Access Solutions — Garrett Faber and John Laycock - Tech support for Road
building / upgrades to help reduce Gravel volumes required, reduce CO2 emissions with
a product that can be used to build roads over existing material as soft as a swamp.
Tiger Calcium — Chris Yankee - Deicing and Dust Control Products and Solutions.
Chamco — Justin Moyer - Water and Wastewater Pumps and Valves, and Compressors.
Industrial Machine — Chris MacDonald — Zambonis, Snow Blowers, Asphalt Patching
Machines, and Slope Mowers / Mulchers up to 60 degrees.
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Q & A for Vendors:

Introductions,
Attendees:

Trade Show Time in
Council Chambers:

Networking
Lunch:

Tour of Facilities:

Door Prizes:

Call to Order:

Review of Last
Session Summary:

General information:

WSP — Jennifer North — Environmental Services including Water Act Applications /
Assessments, and Gravel Prospecting.

A very informative round mostly directed to Chris Y of Tiger Calcium with the conclusion
that this Company should be added to RMA Trade Division to help round out the vast
pricing differences between Customers.

Round table was performed to ensure everyone was introduced.

A great bustle of active conversations amongst all Attendees and Vendors with very
informative and helpful materials and videos at the various booths.

A fantastic feast to be had graciously funded by a combined, modest Registration fee
provided by all five vendors.

Entire gathering including Vendors was split into three groups and a tour was kindly
guided by Host Community Representatives, Ron Pelensky, Ryley Dreger, and Bentley
Lorencz, which included both floors of the main admin building and all bays of the Shop,
with both buildings being about five years old and offering some state of the art
technologies and features.

A wide variety of great gifts donated by the Vendors including a golf bag, electric cooler,
external wireless phone batteries, and barbeque kits as well as various clothing items
and gift bags from select, attending Communities were drawn for with an additional table
full of FREE goodies from Alberta Chapter of APWA head office as well as various
attending Communities.

PRIG Idea Group Chair, Rob Naugler thanked the vendors for being a big part of today’s
event and they left the Session to allow attendees to attend to other business.

There were no errors or omissions noted upon the review of copies wonderfully printed
and provided by Host Community, Saddle Hills County, staff

APWA - Rob N mentioned the upcoming Alberta Chapter of APWA Snow Show to be
held in Edmonton, Alberta, in early June, with an encouragement for attendees to register
operators. Kevin C added that Public Works Week is approaching in late May and that
materials are better available thru the Alberta Chapter website (www.publicworks.ca)
than APWA (US) itself.

AMSA - Director Leonard VanO previewed upcoming Conference in May with Kevin C
adding highlights from the recent Conference in November, 2018, which occurred since
this group last met.
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Future Session dates: Very Good discussion introduced by Chair, Rob N with a brief description of what Hosting

Round Table:

Adjournment 3:20:

is and isn’t and concluding with the Town of Sexsmith and Big Lakes County offering to
host a Session with dates to be determined, and the continued need to contact
combination of MD and Town of Fairview for a possible Session there.

A very good discussion including topics such as; Comparisons of various Vehicle Fleet
AVL systems; the need for RMA Trade Division to add more consumables vendors and to
better publish all their prices; Culvert types and corrosion prevention options; Enterprise
Fleet Services being used by some of the attending Communities with great success;
Bobcat purchase program similar to Enterprise Fleet working very well for one attending
Community; Hardy drop Spreader attachment working very well for one attending
Community; Comparisons of various Environmental Assessment Consulting firms; Site
Level OHS Hazard Assessments and the need for good paper work and qualifying staff to
identify and manage changing situations; FREE Mobile Equipment training courses
available at Northern Lakes College and other venues; Bill 215 Blue flashing lights for
Vulnerable Worker vehicles; Challenges of switching from Snow Plowing to Snow
Removal; Comparisons of various Grader Blades; Storm Water Management Plans from
MPE Calgary; MGA requirement for 5 year Budget Plans; Comparisons of Road Salt
providers; FREE Public sand box for traction safety being offered by one attending
Community; Road Grading procedures; Road Shoulder pulling signage procedures; and
Grader Safety while driving on Highways.



